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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 


PARTICIPANTS: Pham Van Dong, Premier 

Nguyen Duy Trinh, Deputy Premier 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Le Due Tho, Special Adviser to DRV 
Delegation to Paris Conference on 
Vietnam 

Nguyen Co Thach, Vice Minister of 
Foreign Affairs 

Phan Hien, Member of DRV Delegation 
to Paris Conference on Vietnam 
Tran Quang Co, Member of DRV Dele- 
gation to Paris Conference on 
Vietnam 

Nguyen Dinh Phuong, Interpreter 
Notetaker 

Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to 
the President for National Security 
Affairs 

Ambassador William H. Sullivan, Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State for Far East 
Asia and Pacific Affairs 
Richard T. Kennedy, Senior NSC Staff 
Winston Lord, NSC Staff 
Peter W. Rodman, NSC Staff ^ 

David A. Engel, NSC Staff, Interpreter 
Mrs. Bonnie D. Andrews, Notetaker 

PLACE: The President's House 

Hanoi 

DATE AND TIME: Saturday, February 10. 1973 

3:00 - 6:22 p. m. 
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Dr. Kissinger: With respect to the prisoners and civilian detainees: 
First let me turn to U.S. Prisoners of War. I have explained to Special 
Adviser Le Due Tho on many occasions our extreme concern with respect 
to prisoners and, therefore, the fact that the American people will not 
have any ambiguity with respect to this. As we go over the lists of 
prisoners, the list from the DRV was reasonably consistent with our own 
records. But the list from the PRG and above all, the Pathet Lao list, 
have raised very serious questions. There are 80 - 100 cases of men 
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lost in South Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos on whom we have clear evidenc 
of survival on the ground. This evidence includes voice communications 
in advance of capture, or publication of names or photographs by your 
side after capture. We are prepared to provide information on these 
cases, including information about dates and locations and indications of 
survival. We brought 19 of these cases with us, including a number from 
Laos, in which we even have pictures of their capture that were published 
by the Pathet Lao, and some are pictures published by you. And for this 
reason we cannot consider the lists satisfactory. 

Now let me turn specifically to the Laos list. There are approximately 
350 military and civilians listed as captured or missing in Laos. Of 
these we believe that 215 were lost under circumstances in which we 
believe some information should be available. The LPF list often per- 
sonnel lost in Laos, which you provided to us on February 1, cannot be 
considered complete. If I can be frank, Mr. Prime Minister, I believe 
that all of them were Americans captured in Laos by your forces, not by 
Pathet Lao forces. We have brought you our records of the people of 
whom we have evidence that they were captured in Laos, together with 
the evidence -- and in two cases there are photographs -- of their capture. 
[Dr, Kissinger hands over Laos compilation. Tab B, to the Prime 
Minister. ] 

We have a similar list, which we will hand you this evening, of South 
Vietnam and North Vietnam. 

Now in addition, we have other evidence; on 3 October 1967, the Pathet 
Lao Radio announced that between 17 May and 16 September 1967 they 
had ‘'captured about a dozen U.S. pilots 1 ’. On February 2, 1972, Soth 
Phetrasy stated that "some tens of prisoners" were being held by the 
Pathet Lao. The French phrase used was "quelques dixaines". Also, 
the LPF acknowledged only nine Americans on the list of February 1. 

This represents 2.5% of the prisoners and missing personnel in Laos. 

In contrast, the DRV list represents 45% and the PRG list represents 
20% of the total we have listed as [POW's or] missing. 

For all these reasons, we must ask you urgently to reexamine the Laos 
list, or give us an accounting, or explain the discrepancies. 
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did not start about it until February 5. 

.. _ romnlaint but for humanitarian 

We would like to ask you -- i i provide information on the cause 

reasons -- for the DRV and the PRG to provi ^ those who 

of death and the place of bum o ° se who died before capture 

died after capture and are on the list, ana <mu 

and are not on any list. 

, - .. • e q registration teams could operate 

We would also appreciate it g Vietnam and in Laos, to search 

in North Vietnam and PRG areas of South Vietnam, and in La 

for dead and missing and to examine aircraft c 
With respect to Vietham.se 

much aware of your specia concern ^ T^i^lian detainees or places of 
that the PRG has not r®t^enj^oTIts cxv^an de^^ ^ tQ 

detention. But nevertheless we have ma ) President 

begin the release of civilian personnel We hav^ • of 5> 00 0 

Thieu either has announced or will soon announce w 

civilian detainees in the very near future. 
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take you very seriously. 
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